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Arnerican Excepth::bnalisfo 

A111er.ica has been different than any nation in histoiy. Alnerica has been 
cxceptionaL This has not been due to any inherent value of her people, bnt 
has been due to the valuable ideas upon which she was founded. 

T'hese include such ideas as: valuingthe individuat freedon1 of worship; 
oppo1tunity for all to labor and benefit frmn the fruit of their labor; freed.om 
to elect representatives; freeclon1 of expression of ideas; freedom to own 
property; frccdoin t.o get ideas, start businesses and create wealth; liinited 
iurisdiction of civil government: the central role of the family . 
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'fhese ideas produced great Hbert:y, justice, prosperity, charity, virtue, and 
knowledge. They 1nadc America powerful. This power and wealth has been 
used, not for conqtJcst, but for good,., __ for furthering liberty in the world. 

Throughout An1erica's hislory, people have flocked to her shores to 
experience the fruit of her liberty and prosperity. 

fl 

John A.dan1s said that ··1 always consider the scttlen1ent 
of Arncrica \Vith reverence and \Vonde.r, as the opcnjng of a 
grn.nd scene and design in Providen�e for the illumination of- � 

the ignorant, and the e1nancipation of the slavish 

\Villiam Penn 

part of ma111dnd all over the carth." 1 John .Adams 

ivfany of the early colonizers of A.1.ne.rica came with the 
vision of establishing a unique nation ir. history. Johu 
\Vinthrop "\.Vrote of the Puritan's desiTe to be ,;, A l\1odc1 of 
Christinn Charity

.,
"-·- "as a city upon a hit.l/' where all the 

peopie of the e,;trth \vould look upon and say of their own 
nation, ·'t11e Lord ,make it like that of Ne\:\/ Englao.d.ni 
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\�/Ulimr,. Penn said that God gave hin1 the land that: t)e,ame Pennsylvania so 
that ht� could set up a rnodel state-·- \•a holy experin1ent'" �- ,;which should 
open it� doors 10 every kindred"' and be a refuge for 1nen of a11 creeds. 3

Tht"Jre is a call today for Arnerica to be like other nations. Yet� we do uot 
\Nant to be like tyrannical nations } nor those with a dictator or one-party ruling. 
Neither do we want to be Hke secular and socialistic Euro1Jean nations, with 
increasing loss of reHgious and dvil freed(m1s and more govenunent ·coi1trol 
and taxation. An,erica's problems today have come as we have abandoned 
our founding principles and ernbraced secular and statistideas. 

Ame1ica was . founded by a people 
provideriHally prepared and greatly influenced 
by the Protestant Refonnation, by a people of 
the Book. The founding ideas caine fro1n the 
Bible. The early settlers of America carried 
these seed ideas with thcn1 as they coloniz,�d 
the nation in the seve.nteenth and eighteenth 

centmies. These ideas were planted, grew, and began lo bear great fruit. This 
seed detern1ined the fruit of the An1erican Christian Republic. It produced 
.America as an exceptional nation:, the most free and prosperous in history. 

Virginia was the planting of the first seed of A111erica, and as such it is a 
siarting place to see God's haiid in the founding of the nation and to learn the 
ideas that 1nadc An1crica powerful. \Ve must ren1e1nber so we can return 
An.-ierica to her foundation of frccdorn and keep t:his nation a place of liberty, 
1n1th� and prosperity. Thi3 i.s for our good, but also that of our posterity, and 
for those people througr1ou1. the world \v]10 seek to establish freedom in their 
nauons. 

No rnan wa�:: n1ore influential in the establishrncnt of the A.n1crican 
colonies than Rev. Richard JJak!uyt. Thjs minister.. ,:vho frorn Biblical 
i 1·1'Sl')J·1·?'t:·1· 01·1 't}"''('.'�r1·1.=-- r·n· e-·. (rrea: I'"':.:'( E1 110 1
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cornpi lP✓d the records of nurnerous European explorations .. vnynge�L. anct 
;_:ctt!crncnis v.,-ith the vie\v of encouraging England to estahHsli colonies in ti:w 
nev.r V/odd. True. to ilte cnilhrn: God had nut into his hP-Arl. th� �nn�r1d11H, nf th0 

--- A. • J; \...J • , .. 

gospel and e.stablishrnenl of the Christian faith in new lan(ls was at the 



American Exceptionalism 

forefront of his n1ot"ives in unck�11ak:ing this great task. Hakluyt also foresaw 
A.111erica as a laud ,vhtTe persecuted Christians could find refuge.

Early aHen.1pts rit colonization for purely econo1nic reasons had failt�d.
Hakluyt \Vrote that if past atte.n1pts 

had not been led wit.ha preposterous desi1·e of 
seeking rather gaine than God's glorie, I 
assure lnvself that our labours had taken farre 
better effecte, But wee forgotte, that God]it1ess 
is great riches, and that if we first seeke the 
k11u!.do1ne of God, al other thinges wiU be � -
gi veu unto us, and that. . as the light 
acco1npanieth the Sunne and the heate the fire, 
so lasting riches do wait upon the1n that are 
jealous for the advanccnll'!llt of the K.ingdom.e 
of Christ. and the enlargenwnt of-his glorious 
Gospel.I: as it is snyd, I \ViB honour then1 that 
honour 1nee.. 4

Richard Hakluyt 

In l 584 IIakluyt presented his L>iscourse on Western Planting to Queen 
Elizabeth where he set forth the principal reasons for colonization. First and 
foremost was the religions reason. He said, 

Wee shall by plantinge there inlarge the glory of the gospel.L and fron1 
England plant.e sincere relligion, and provide a safe and. a sure place to
receave people from all partcs of the ·worlds that are forced to flee for the 
truthe of Gods \VOrde. 5

Hakluyt was an orjginal 'incorporator of the Virginia Charter and a 1tie1nber 
of the governing body overseeing colonization. His ideas were written into 
the First Charu�r of Virginia, April l 0, 1606: 

\Ve:, greatly cornrnending, and gracious.ly accepting o( their Desires for 
the Furtherance of so noble a Work, which 1navl hv the Providence of 

.. . 

Al111ighty God, hereafter tend to the Glory of hj s Divine IVlajesty, in 
propagaling of C'.hrjstian Religion to such People, as yet live in Darkne.�� 
and n11serahle ignorance of lhe true Knowledge and \Vorship of God, and 
rnay in tin1e bring th�-Infidels and Savages, living in those parts, to hurnan 
Civility, and to a settled and quiet Govern1ne.nt.<j 
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3. Be an example ofUhe1ty---all kinds of liberty: personal, religious, civi ..
--�-,,·,,r�p•·)•·tl]'f,� ··n· d {)O.lt't·t' ,-- ··1"1 ,,;.,_.\.--<'_•n. ... t!.1.l...._, 1- ,;.t. '-.11,.,( .. 

4. Propagate the Gospel to fhe lo.st-·-··'- which has
been gn:atly fulfilled s:inct\ ,;:1oday • a majority of 

Native people can thcn1selves Christians.'�17 

To fulfi n the providential purposes of Am.ei-ica and 

to make, the Arnerican Dreain a reality for ourselves 
and our posteri.ty, we Intlsl: ren1e1nber what God has 

done in our history, repent of our apathy and 

ignorance, prepare ourselves and all citizens. in the 
ideas t:hat: tnade us powerful, and return our nation to 

its original Godly covenant This begins by 

understanding the story of American Exceptionalistn. 

Pocahontas Statue, 

Historic Jamestown. 
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God's Work Stands: A Legacy Worth 
Remembering 

David J. Gyertson 

In 2007, Virginia celebrated its 400th anniversary. On April 29, 1607 the first permanent English 
settlers landed at present day Cape Henry, planting a cross and claiming the New World for 
Christ, King and country. While the motivations behind the Virginia Company's expedition and 
succeeding efforts were not always honorable, and while the initial results were meager, even 
disastrous, the faithful Christians who played an important role in these efforts should be 
remembered and celebrated as this anniversary approaches. Their courage, conviction and 
sacrifice sowed seeds that still today produce fruit that manifests itself in Christ-centered 
citizenship, education and mission. Our privileges and opportunities as Christian leaders, 
scholars and educators find their roots in another time and place. 

Beginnings 

That place was the King's palace in London, England. That time was spring, 1606. Richard 
Hakluyt waited to be summoned before the privy council of King James I. Often this Anglican 
clergyman dreamed of settling the New World he had heard so much about. Years of praying and 
working were coming to fulfillment. 

His passion for this cause began, when as a lad, he visited his lawyer, geographer cousin in 
London. During those visits, he heard the stories of a New World across the great sea teaming 
with inhabitants who knew nothing of the Christian faith. With the information and artifacts he 
collected from the journeys of men like Sir Walter Raleigh and Sir Francis Drake, "Preacher 
Hakluyt" put together a comprehensive collection of maps and information on this land called 
"Virginia." 

Finally, his dream of a permanent English settlement, an outpost for New World evangelism, 
would be realized. "Today must be the day," Hakluyt may have prayed as he stood waiting with 
his merchant friends. King James was a learned and skilled man who appeared to be as 
concerned about the things of the Christian faith as he was the future of England. He listened 
intently to the presentation of the Virginia Company that day. Their vision, commitment and 
sense of divine destiny stirred within him a sense of divine mission. The Virginia Company 
received their charter and with it the responsibility of settling this virgin land for God, the King 
and England. 

In issuing the Virginia Company charter the King wrote: 

We greatly commend and graciously accept their desires for the furtherance of so noble a work, 
which may, by the providence of Almighty God, hereafter tend to the glory of his divine majesty, 
in propagating of Christian religion to such people as yet live in darkness and miserable 



ignorance of the true knowledge and worship of God and may in time bring the infidels and 
savages living in those parts to human civility and a settled, quiet government. 

The Virginia Company's stated mission included a spiritual priority. In the company's published 
tract entitled.A True and Sincere Declaration of the Purposes and Ends of the Plantation, they 
wrote: 

First, to preach and baptize into Christian religion and by the propagation of the Gospel, to 
recover out of the arms of the devil a number of poor and miserable souls wrapped up into death 
in almost invincible ignorance; to endeavor the fulfilling and accomplishments of the number of 
the elect which shall be gathered from out of all comers of the earth; and to add to our myte the 
treasury of heaven. 

On December 20, 1606, 105 settlers and 40 seamen set sail from England in three vessels to 
begin their purposed task. Hakluyt, unable to make the journey for reasons history does not 
record fully, probably stood by and watched as the Rev. Robert Hunt was installed as the 
spiritual leader for this expedition. 

After what the records describe as a difficult and perilous voyage, they landed at the windswept 
dunes of present day Virginia Beach on April 26, 1607. Before permitting the settlers to move 
on, Hunt required that each wait before in a time of personal examination and cleansing. On 
April 29, they erected a wooden cross, claimed the land for God and the King, holding the first 
recorded prayer service ofthe new land in a spirit of thanksgiving for God's mercy and grace. 
They named the place Cape Henry after James' son, Henry Prince of Wales. 

In that sacred moment, a covenant was made in response to a vision. Hunt declared, "From these 
very shores the Gospel shall go forth not only to this New World but the entire world." Act 1, 
scene 1 in the unfolding drama of America had begun. 

While we are unsure of the scriptural meditation used by Chaplain Hunt that day, it might well 
have been the words written by the Apostle Paul about Abraham in Romans 4:20, 21 " ... he, 
(Abraham) staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving 
glory to God and being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform." 

With the vision caught and the covenant made, the settlers boarded their ships, moved into the 
Chesapeake Bay and on up the king's (James) river. At a spot, 40 miles from the river's mouth, 
they constructed Jamestown, the first permanent English settlement in the New World. The task 
of taming the wilderness and evangelizing the Indians had begun. 

Much has been written about the trials and exploits of those early days in Jamestown. Famine, 
disease and unpredictable relations with the Natives added to the constant burden of the 
unfriendly environment. There was no gold the size of pomegranates lying on the beaches as 
some had been told when they were recruited for this journey. Only stalwart courage and the 
protecting hand of providence kept Hakluyt's vision alive despite the conditions and imperfect 
motivations of many. 



The Vision Expands 

We turn to the second act in Virginia's history of progress and development. England and Spain 
were at war. The history of both countries is filled with stories and legends of the swashbuckling 
encounters between the Spanish Armada and the Royal Navy. That war threatened to move 
across the ocean to the shores of Virginia. Fearful of the Spanish, the colonists decided to move 
further up the James River to find "a more secure seat of government." At a spot twelve miles 
south of the current city of Richmond, they located a peninsula surrounded on three sides by 
water. 

In 1611, they established the village ofHenricus named in honor of England's Patron Prince 
Henry. With the Spanish threat minimized, relations with the Indians stabilized and shelters built, 
they turned their attention more fully to the spiritual purpose that drew them to this land -­
reaching the Indians with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Under the leadership of the Rev. Alexander Whitaker, known to historians as the "Apostle of 
Virginia," the mission to "rest these savages from invincible ignorance" took on new energy. The 
burden that Whitaker felt for this important task is illustrated in his sermon entitled "Good news 
from Virginia" published in 1612. It was sent to England to rally financial support for the 
church's work at Henricus and Jamestown. The following excerpt provides insight into the 
intensity of Whitaker's call. 

Let the miserable condition of these naked slaves of the devil move you to compassion. They 
acknowledge that there is a great good god, but they know him not. Wherefore they serve the 
devil for fear after a most base manner. If this be their life, what think you shall become of them 
after death, but to be partakers with the devil and his angels in hell forevermore? 

And you, my brethren, my fellow laborers, send up your earnest prayers to God for his church in 
Virginia, that since his harvest is great, but the laborers few, he would thrust forth laborers into 
his harvest; and pray also for me that the ministration of his Gospel may be powerful and 
effectual by me to the salvation of many, and advancement of the kingdom of Jesus Christ, to 
whom with the Father and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory forevermore, amen. 

From the beginning of the English explorations, the Indians, under the leadership of Chief 
Powhatan, father of Princess Pocahontas, generally were friendly and helpful. John Rolfe's 
marriage to Pocahontas, and the resulting trip to England where she won the hearts of the British 
people, did much to open the doors for evangelization. Pocahontas is considered one of the first 
converts to the protestant Christian faith from the New World. Her untimely death, along with 
some misdirected evangelistic zeal of colonists, led to strained relationships between the Indians 
and the settlers. 

The Educational Initiative 

The next phase of the vision involved the children of the Indians. It was felt that if they could 
embrace Christianity before being entrenched in the faith of their forefathers that the Gospel 



might have a foothold. It was here the idea of education emerged as the primary method for 
evangelization. 

In the spring of 161 7, Rev. Whitaker tragically drowned attempting to cross a section of the 
James River. The Rev. Patrick Copeland, sent to Henricus to continue Whitaker's work, wrote 
back to England "there is a much greater want of schools rather than churches in this new land." 
The vision of effective ministry now had the new dimension of education. Through formal 
schooling, the Indians could be "wrest from invincible ignorance," taught how to read the 
Scriptures and convinced of the truth of the Gospel. The New King James version of the 
Scriptures, published in 1611, became the primary textbook. 

In 1618, the Virginia Company submitted another request for a charter to begin an educational 
program in the New World. The school, called Henricus College, was to be a comprehensive 
educational institution. Copeland envisioned a program that included the full spectrum of 
education from grammar school to post university level curricula. The stated purpose was 
"education for the training of the Indians in the true knowledge of God and in some useful 
employment and to educate the children of the settlers who were now deprived of formal 
education." They planned a university level program modeled after Cambridge and Oxford. After 
that, the grammar school activities would begin. Education, in keeping with the "teaching them 
to observe all that I commanded" of Jesus' Great Commission now became the main vehicle 
through which the promise made at Cape Henry would be achieved. 

Excitement swept the English church. The king approved the charter and set aside ten thousand 
acres as an endowment for construction and operations. Offerings were collected and gifts 
solicited by the Archbishop of Canterbury. A communion set and altar furnishings were secured 
for the chapel. Trustees were appointed and a head master employed to develop the curriculum, 
purchase the books and begin the selection of faculty. Lastly, the chief builder, a soldier of 
suitable reputation and renown, Captain William Weldon, was commissioned to begin 
construction immediately. 

On August 28, 1619, a year after the charter was approved, William Weldon set sail with a crew 
of 50 skilled workmen to begin the task of clearing the land and erecting the university. They 
landed at Jamestown on november 4, 1619, after what the records describe as a miraculous 
voyage of good weather and God's speed. Among them was the ship's surgeon, John Woodson, 
about whom history records was "a man of high character and of great value to the young 
colony." 

However, storm clouds began to gather. While Weldon's war record was exceptional, he was ill 
prepared of spirit and temperament for the challenges the primitive lifestyle would bring. He was 
skilled at fighting and working in a civilized environment. Life in the Virginia wilderness, 
however, was more difficult than Weldon expected. He discovered that the fulfillment of this 
great vision would require sacrifice, inconvenience and continual hardship -- obstacles he was 
unwilling to face. Within a few days after landing, he dismissed forty of the workmen, freeing 
them from their commitments and sending them off to survive as best they could. 
Communications between England and Virginia were limited. The Virginia Company and the 
King assumed all was moving as planned. 



Meanwhile, Weldon excused his lack of progress on shortages of materials, lack of cooperation 
and limited help from England. During the three years Weldon was in charge, the records 
declare, "no timber was squared nor brick laid". Weldon was called home to give an accounting 
for his poor stewardship. 

The task of evangelism pressed in on the settlers during those unproductive years. Seeing little 
progress on the educational vision, they turned to other methods of outreach and persuasion. 
They tampered with the vision and took things into their own hands. Witch doctors were 
kidnapped, tortured and killed if they refused to convert. Indian children were taken from their 
parents. Methods ranging from barbaric cruelty to inviting Indian families to live in the homes of 
the settlers were employed to a limited effect. 

On March 22nd 1622, the Indian Chief Opechancanough launched a treacherous and skillfully 
conceived attack against the English settlements throughout Virginia. Henricus was destroyed. 
The records of these assaults make gruesome reading. Had it not been for the thirty-minute 
advance warning of a young Indian boy, recently converted to the Christian faith, the Jamestown 
settlement would have been obliterated. A plaque in his honor hangs today in the ruins of the 
Jamestown church. As it was, one third of the settlers were killed. Some villages were destroyed 
so completely that only recently have archeologists discovered their existence. The ongoing 
excavations of Wolstenholme Towne and Martin's Hundred, on the Carter's Grove plantation 
near Williamsburg, reveal the thoroughness and horror of the attacks. 

Word reached England and took its toll. The vision was obscured by the unfaithfulness of one 
man. Zealous, well-meaning individuals changed the plan. The passion for evangelism was gone. 
Anger and revenge filled British hearts. Attention turned northward to the efforts of the 
Plymouth Company -- another group chartered by King James. Hakluyt's vision and the 
sacrifices of Hunt, Whittaker and Copeland appeared to be lost and forever forgotten. 

But there was a word, penned ten years earlier, that echoes across colonial history like a 
prophetic utterance. The Rev. William Crashaw, writing in the introduction to Whitaker's 
sermon "Good news from Virginia" declared: 

This work is of God and will therefore stand. It may be hindered, but it cannot be overthrown. If 
we then, were so base as to betray and forsake it, God's whose it is, will stir up our children after 
us and give them that good land to enjoy that men shall say, God hath made his ways known 
upon the earth and his saving health among all nations." 

God's people made a commitment. God added to it his promise. An unalterable covenant was 
made that providence would not forget. The visions, prayers and promises of the faithful are 
never forgotten and always kept. "for the Lord thy God is a merciful God; he will not forsake 
thee, neither destroy thee, nor forget the covenant of thy fathers which he swore unto thee" 
(Deut. 4:31). 

The Covenant Continues 



This compelling vision, with education at its center, shifted from the Virginia colonies to 
Massachusetts. Harvard was established in 1636 with a charter modeled after the Henricus and 
Cape Henry mission. In 1693, the College of William and Mary assumed the legacy of the early 
Virginians. In nearly every succeeding decade, as the Christian faith matured in this new land, 
the legacy of Christ-centered education re-appeared in the mandates and missions of literally 
hundreds of religious and educational efforts. 

Today, the educational vision of many institutions, such as those connected to the council of 
Christian colleges and universities, models the disciple-making, Scripture-anchored convictions 
of these faithful colonists who paid the supreme price for service. In Virginia, as the 400th 
anniversary approached, three established institutions reflected this centuries old commitment. 
Liberty University, Regent University and Patrick Henry College all have statements of purpose 
and methods of service reflective of this original covenant. Of particular interest is the fact that 
M.G. "Pat" Robertson, founder of the Christian Broadcasting Network and Regent University, is
a descendant of Robert Hunt and John Woodson -- a children's children connection to Crashaw's
introduction in Whitaker's "Good News from Virginia

.,_
"

While it is not surprising that published history, in general, has overlooked these faithful, it is 
unfortunate that Christian historians generally failed to emphasize the role of these forefathers in 
their examination and recounting of America's Christian roots. The mixed motivations of the 
Virginia Company and the tragic way Native Americans were mistreated became the primary 
focus. Nevertheless, God always has his faithful who will keep his purposes alive even at the 
cost of their own well-being. 

Let us remember and emulate these faithful. And let us recognize that the responsibility for their 
sacrifice and example now falls into our hands for what might well be one of the most important 
periods in human history. God is never late -- his promises are never forgotten. He has raised up 
another generation, the children's children of those early settlers, and given us this land as our 
inheritance. 

God's work stands. 

Let us pick up the mantle and live this history "so that men may say that God has made his ways 
known upon the earth and his saving health among the nations." 

https://wwwl.cbn.com/churchandministry/gods-work-stands-a-legacy-worth-remembering 




